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it as 15th September, others as in
February or August. Epiphanius men-
tions two sects, one celebrating it in June,
the other in July. The matter was finally
settled by Pope Julius L, in 337 A.D., and
S. Chrysostom, writing in 390, says : ' On
this day [i.e. 25th December] also the
birth of Christ was lately fixed at Rome,
in order that while the heathen were busy
with their ceremonies [the Brumalia, in
honour of Bacchus] the Christians might
perform their rites undisturbed/ Gibbon
in his Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, writes : ' The [Christian] Romans,
as ignorant as their brethren of the real
date of his [Christ's birth] fixed the solemn
festival to the 25th December, the
Brumalia or winter solstice, when the
Pagans annually celebrated the birth of
the Sun.' King, in his Gnostics and their
Remains, also says : ' The ancient festival
held on the 25th December in honour of
the birthday of the Invincible One,1 and
celebrated by the great games at the
Circus, was afterwards transferred to the

1 The festival " Natalis Solis Invicti," the birthday
of the Invincible Sun.